Our issue theme is network and data security. Choose from the following articles

Note from Eliot  -- No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Assessment and Management Service. The BLE Group offers a new service for small and medium-size school systems. We assess where school districts are currently and exactly what they have to do to implement NCLB. The service also provides school systems the supplementary management support they need to purchase and implement the new technology-delivered programs.
Theme of the Month – Network and Data Security – Cybersecurity is the critical issue of school technology right now. Network technology in schools is an accident waiting to happen. We tell you exactly what you need to know about protecting the integrity and privacy of your systems and information. We then explain the security threats that exist and the decisions you need to make, and summarize the products and solutions available now and coming in the near future.

Cybersecurity 101 – Even the most security-aware districts are experiencing security breakdowns due to proliferating threats. In this segment, we recommend basic know-how and a list of specific approaches to secure your network and data.

Products and Solutions – How do you keep your network and information safe from viruses, spam, hackers, and other threats? Training, engagement of your staff, and policies matter as much as firewalls and other security products. We focus in depth on four key solutions that will help you: Security Assessments; CoSN’s Cybersecurity Initiative, a resource for tools and support; Security Products and Services; and Privacy Policies.    

Best Practices – Lessons to be learned from Poway, California, where the school district has done a security audit. Poway schools is using the security assessment to identify and fix vulnerabilities from top to bottom within its systems and to guide the district on how to keep its network and information secure on a continual basis. We interview Charlie Garten, executive director of Educational Technology and Information Services, and Deputy Superintendent John Collins 

Conferences – Check out the relevant conferences coming in the next several months.

