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WHO IS THE BLE GROUP? We're a group of 25 CIOs and curriculum directors of school systems who use technology to improve instruction and management. The BLE Group has three lines of business: 

· We develop technology assessments and plans, and we provide management services in more than 40 school systems. 

· We publish a newsletter, Super TECH NEWS, which offers senior administrators easy-to-understand information on making technology decisions.

· We conduct market research for technology firms on the appropriateness of technology products for K-12 school systems. 

Eliot Levinson is the CEO of the BLE Group. Levinson founded the BLE Group (www.blegroup.com) in 1998. Levinson is known nationally for his work in technology planning and management for school districts. He co-authors "Tech from the Top," a monthly column that appears in Converge Magazine. Levinson has experience in education and technology as a teacher in California and Pennsylvania, a middle school principal in Massachusetts, and an assistant to the chancellor of schools in New York City. He has held research positions in educational change at the RAND Corporation and MIT's Sloan School of Management. Levinson holds master’s degrees in Education and Anthropology and a Ph.D. in Organizational Studies from Stanford University. Levinson works as a strategic technology advisor to large school systems and consults with several firms in the education technology market. 
THE BLE Group's principals, our leadership team, consists of:
· Eliot Levinson—CEO, BLE Group 

· Rick Rozzelle—Former CIO, Charlotte-Mecklenberg Schools, North Carolina  

· Charles Garten—Executive Director, Educational Technology and Information Services, Poway Unified School District, California 

· Bruce Katz—Regional Superintendent, Prince George's County Public Schools, Maryland 
· Kenneth Eastwood—Superintendent, Oswego City School District, N.Y. 

· Ann Boyle—Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, and Technology, Scottsdale Unified School District, Arizona 

· Steve Finch—Former CIO, Oklahoma City Public Schools, Oklahoma 

THE BLE Group’s NCLB Assessment and Management Service
Why are we launching the NCLB Assessment and Management Service?   

Technology is necessary to implement the No Child Left Behind Act. Technology is a central component to the solution of every facet of NCLB, whether it is teacher quality, the delivery of standards-based instruction, assessment, the monitoring of student progress, school-parent communication, or reading proficiency.

The BLE Group knows that small- and medium-size school systems – the 86 percent of school districts in the U.S. with fewer than 5,000 students – often lack the extensive resources and knowledge base to implement NCLB. They lack sufficient technologists and technology-savvy educators to plan and manage the Web-based instructional programs and assessment systems that are the solutions for NCLB. We make available reasonably priced services that can provide the expertise school systems need to address NCLB on a time-shared basis.

Excellent technology staff is expensive and hard to find. We’ve created the NCLB Assessment and Management Service as a means of supplementing the staffs of small school systems with our own team of skilled technologists and technology-savvy educators. We will help you plan and execute an effective NCLB program.

The NCLB Assessment and Management Service supplements the instructional and evaluation capability of small and mid-sized school systems so that they can effectively address No Child Left Behind. There are two tiers to the NCLB Assessment and Management Service. Tier 1 – the NCLB assessment and plan – creates an assessment for districts on how effectively they are currently addressing the multiple requirements of NCLB, such as teacher quality, assessment, reading achievement, etc., and devises a specific plan to address NCLB. The plan includes new technology-based solutions, a schedule, and a timeline for addressing NCLB. Tier 2 – the management service – supplies ongoing management support to districts. We furnish districts with ongoing service from the BLE Group to purchase products and provide supplementary management as districts implement their NCLB programs.  

The NCLB Assessment and Management Service evaluates how well are you currently addressing NCLB and delivering on its mandates, and it centers on exactly what you should do over the next year to implement NCLB effectively so that your district’s performance improves. 

Why are the specific areas of the BLE Group’s NCLB assessment and plan? 
The BLE Group provides an assessment and solution for the following NCLB requirements:

· Reading  -- Includes benchmarks, diagnostic testing 
· Teacher Quality -- Certification, paraprofessional certification, online training
· Testing -- State standards, diagnostic testing 
· Staff development –- What is needed to meet certification, improve standards-based teaching, address technology skills linked to teaching
· Paraprofessionals -- Tracking certification 
· Management of NCLB -- Planning for low-performing schools 
· Information Analysis – The know-how to aggregate and disaggregate scores
· Grant proposals -- What information is needed for the annual district proposal to include all students
· State accountability -- What does the state have to do to improve accountability
The NCLB assessment and plan focuses on instruction, assessment, management systems, and technology. It includes:
· An annual implementation plan. Quarter by quarter, the plan lays out what has to be done in each of the 4 areas described above. 

· A budget.
· An assessment of the current state of NCLB linked with specific recommendations on the items listed above. 
NCLB Supplementary Management Service

Following are the supplementary management services that districts can make use of after the BLE Group assessment and plan. BLE Group CIOs and curriculum directors will supplement the district’s staff with the following services:

· RFPs. For strategic systems purchases such as instructional management and on line assessment systems.
· Review of contracts. BLE will review district technology contracts and write effective contracts for the district.
· Monthly phone consultations and quarterly visits to address NCLB management. 

· Vendor Management. BLE Group will oversee your NCLB vendors.
· Access to databases on instructional and administrative systems. BLE Group maintains confidential databases on management and instructional software for its' clients.
· Discounts from collaborative buying of hardware and instructional, assessment, and management software. 
· Super TECH NEWS newsletter. The newsletter delivers information to administrators on NCLB-related technology issues such as assessment, data warehousing, and instructional management.
If you are interested in the NCLB Assessment and Management Service, please contact us to discuss the matter further. The cost is reasonable.

Eliot Levinson, CEO

The BLE Group

Tel: 202.364.3067

E-mail: eliot@blegroup.com

